6                              OTJR CONSULAR SYSTEM.

the trade in gunpowder must be subject to govern-
ment restrictions, whether with reference to the
possibility of insurrections or to the danger from
fire to life and limb. Wine and spirits in a strictly
Mussulman country, such as Arabia, or in countries
such as Siam and Japan, are in the same category,
and cannot become lawful objects of importation for
the use of the inhabitants. Yet, when compensa-
tion was exacted for the sufferers by the Jiddah
massacre, one of the claims brought against the
Porte was put in by a Greek, not a British subject,
for fifty thousand dollars for a wine-and-spirit shop.
This shop probably only contained in reality a few
bottles of raki and a couple of barrels of wine, of a
far less value ; but had it contained the quantity
alleged, how can such importation be justified,
whilst yearly attempts are made in Parliament by
the supporters of the Permissive Bill to check the
extension of the sale of spirits and the national
vice of drunkenness? It must not be forgotten
either, that the calamity at Jiddah was entirely
brought on by the drunkenness of the locum tenens
of the British Consul, and by his violence in en-
forcing his own decision of a matter which he should
have referred to the Embassy at Constantinople.

The privileges conferred by what are called the
capitulations,   and by the successive treaties made